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he algorithm required to answer the ques-

tion: “Can you recommend a text for me

to Teach English as a Second/Foreign
language?” is normally complex. I calculate loca-
tion, native language, course objectives, and teacher
experience; I sift through the existing texts; and
then I have to explain why no text is adequate to
accomplish the task. That calculation just got much
easier, thanks to the introduction of the New Bridges
curriculum. Written by Nancy Cheek and Kathryn
Herbert, New Bridges showcases the best of inter-
active teaching methodology in a relevant topical
format without sacrificing the grammatical and
linguistic foundations that students need to become
confident and competent interlocutors.

'The New Bridges curriculum is comprehensive. The
five levels of the curriculum span the spectrum
from middle novice to upper intermediate, and the
accompanying placement test allows the teacher to
analyze a student’s capabilities in reading, writing,
speaking and listening for accurate placement in the
appropriate level. Each book in the series contains
eight units which include three two-hour lessons for
a total of 48 teaching hours. The teacher’s manual
mirrors the student’s book, and both books can be
supplemented with well-integrated conversation
cards, game cards, and a teacher’s resource packet.
Gwen Turner’s charming line-drawings illustrate the
texts with pictures of modestly-dressed individuals
from multiple cultures.

The New Bridges series states that the two authors
have a wealth of cross-cultural experience, curricular
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development, and many years of teacher-training
between them, and it shows in the finished product. For
the past ten years, I have been training undergraduate
ESL/EFL teachers-in-training, and this series
has proved to be clear enough for even my newest
trainees to use in multiple educational, religious, and
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ethnic contexts, including urban U.S. multi-lingual
classrooms and mono-lingual settings in Tanzania,

South Africa, Thailand and Central Asia.

'The New Bridges series is
also simple to purchase
and transport. Although
the series is available in
hard-copy, spiral-bound
texts, the publisher, In-
terlink Resources Inter-
national, also offers bulk
licenses for electronic edi-
tions. My teachers who
travel internationally can
take the entire series on a
flash drive and print the
texts locally for a fraction
of the cost of transport-
ing heavy texts.
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After a year of working through these texts with
my teachers and their students, now when I hear
the question: “Can you recommend a text. . .?” I
unhesitatingly recommend
New Bridges. T
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and culture

English conversation curriculum for adult speakers of other languages
in conservative cultures

Teacher—friendly materials make New Bridges ideal for new teachers as well
ooking for fresh ideas.The curriculum covers English
conversation basics and introduces deep and controversial topics.
New Bridges can be used effectively anywhere in the world,and has been
proven successful in over a dozen countries.

as seasoned instructors |

For more information email books.kiteb@gmail.com, or call (571) 481-5396.

* ideal for use in
conservative cultures

* cost-efficient

* the only complete EFL/

ESL curriculum you can
print on the field

Buy a license and print

your own textbooks on the field!

Each license* includes all New Bridges books in PDF
format, which print well in grayscale on A4 paper. PDFs
can be downloaded or purchased on CD for a nominal
fee. Permission to sell printed textbooks is included

with all licenses.

* easy to photocopy on
A4 paper

* teacher-friendly

* field-tested

* professionally designed

* Teachers based in the United States may purchase printed
books and cards but may not purchase a printing license.
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